DAUGHTERS   OF   QUEEN   VICTORIA

going out presently on her pony in Windsor Park with
her French governess, she waved her infant hand and
exclaimed (with Lamartine) " Voild le tableau qui se
diroule a mes pieds ! " Surely very remarkable in a
child of three : her mother thought it was more like
a person of twenty to have understood and applied
" this difficult passage." This same year a second
daughter was born to the Queen, Princess Alice, a
very plump and sunny girl, on whom her father,
who now made the most apposite English puns,
bestowed the nickname of Fatima.

While Osborne was still in the throes of decoration
and fresco, a second son was born, Prince Alfred. His
destiny was fixed from birth, for Albert's father had
died that year, and his brother, now Duke Ernest of
Coburg, had succeeded him. In youth the two had
been inseparable, but Ernest had ruined his health
by scandalous courses, and, though he had reinstated
Jhimself in his brother's eyes by marrying, it was
extremely unlikely that he would beget offspring. In
this case a son of Albert's would succeed to the Duke-
dom of Coburg, and, since the Prince of Wales was
earmarked for the throne of England, Alfred would,
inherit. Education (this was now a postulate) began
at birth, and Prince Albert wrote to his brother :
" The little one shall from his youth be taught to
love the small dear country to which he belongs in
every respect, as does his Papa/* In the interval, more
fortunate than his elder brother in being allowed to
have a profession, he was to enter the English Navy
as soon as he was old enough to become a naval cadet.
He was a robust sky-larking boy, and his mother
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